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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of
SOUTH ESSEX LOCAL MEDICAL COMMITTEE
held at 2:15pm on Thursday 16th May 2024
via Teams
PRESENT:

Dr  Aung     (Chair)

Dr Ramoutar  (Vice Chair)
Drs Aderonmu, Butler, Deshpande, Dewan, Dhanjal, Monk, Okoi, Raja, Sharma, Mrs Pedder, and Mr Fuller.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Eyituoyo Edun

Lead Business Analyst


Mai Pham

Interim Programme Manager

PART ONE

The Chair began by welcoming everyone to today’s meeting and asking if there were any additional matters to be taken in Part Two.  There being none,  he proceeded with the agenda. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Balmer, Chisnell, Kittle, Porter, Srivastava and Ukpaka. 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

There were no new declarations of interest.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 25th April 2024 were confirmed as an accurate record and approved for publication on the LMC website. 
MATTERS ARISING

P1
i-REFER
Dr Raja confirmed that the LMC is still in discussion with the ICB about suspending i-REFER in all practices.  Dr Sharma highlighted that the commissioner of the service should be accountable and questioned why it is proving so difficult to switch the software off.  Members agreed this was another example of the acute trust implementing systems without prior consultation with primary care.
DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. MSE Athena Data Platform

The Chair welcomed Eyituoyo Edun and Mai Pham to speak about the MSE Athena Data Platform. 
Ms Pham began by providing some background.  Athena has been live for over a year.  It currently has around ninety users, but the aim was to increase uptake across the MSE area.  Information is gathered from over 600 national and local data sources and is available to Primary, Secondary, Community and Social Care, as well as Local Authorities, to aid the strategic planning and delivery of priorities.
Mr Edun then gave a demonstration of the platform which was followed by a Q&A session.  There were questions from Dr Butler and Dr Deshpande around access to the platform, both of which will be picked up by Mai outside of the meeting.  Dr Sharma confirmed that she uses Athena in her Alliance Clinical Director role but noted that the requirement for PCN Clinical Directors to have approval from the Coldicott Guardians in each of their member practices was currently a barrier to obtaining access.  Mai acknowledged this challenge and advised that work is ongoing to try to address this, whilst retaining the robust access process required to protect patient data. 

The platform is being promoted directly to practices and PCNs and the link to register, together with further information on the platform, will be shared with members following the meeting. 
The Chair thanked Mr Edun and Ms Pham for attending today.

2. Annual Election of Chair, Vice Chair, Co-Opted Members & Review of Standing Orders
The Chair and Vice Chair had now completed their three-year term of office.  Nomination forms had been included with the April agenda papers and the following completed nominations had been received:-  
Chair

Dr Rena Ramoutar
Nominated by Dr Jamshed 
 Seconded by Dr Srivastava 
Vice-Chair
Dr Damian Aung
Nominated by Dr Okoi
 Seconded by Dr Srivastava
Co-opted membership is subject to annual appointment.  The following nomination had been received:-

Co-opted
Dr Paul Chisnell
Nominated by Dr Butler
Seconded by Dr Srivastava
Members unanimously ratified the appointment of all those listed above who will now hold office until the next Annual General Meeting.  Dr Ramoutar assumed the Chair and thanked Dr Aung for his service as Chair for the last three years.  
Members were sorry to hear that Dr Geoff Kittle had decided not to seek re-nomination as a co-opted member.  Dr Kittle had been a long-standing member of the Committee and Members expressed their appreciation for his exemplary service to the LMC and to the constituents of South Essex.  Dr Balmer will formally write to Dr Kittle thanking him for his service. 
Members then considered the Standing Orders and composition of the sub-committees.  Currently membership of the LMC Board and Remuneration Sub-Committee comprises:-

LMC Board





Remuneration Committee
Dr J Hodgkinson

Dr T Aung

Dr H Casey

Dr J Booth


Dr R Ramoutar
Dr A Deshpande

Dr H Casey


Dr A Deshpande
Dr H Okoi

Dr A Omar


Dr H Okoi

Dr Asif Omar

Dr A Tiwari (Treasurer)

Dr R Srivastava
Dr A Tiwari

VACANT


Dr C Ukpaka

Several places on the Board of Directors are due for re-election, details and nomination forms will be included with the June agenda papers.  No changes were considered necessary to the Standing Orders.

3. MSE GP Provider Collaborative
Draft notes of the meetings of the Collaborative held on 4th April and 2nd May were received.  Dr Sharma had attended the meetings and was pleased to report that the development of the Collaborative had been well received, as was the support of the LMC which was considered vital to ensure the success of this initiative. However, she asked if there was any update on funding of start-up costs.  Dr Raja advised that there was no firm commitment as yet from the ICB to provide any funding.

A paper from Berkshire West Primary Care Alliance was received.  The General Practice Leadership Team (GPLT) in Berkshire can be compared to the MSE GP Provider Collaborative – it seeks to influence system working at place and ICS levels and acts as a conduit for information between the system and primary care.   In Berkshire the GPLT is funded by the ICB and has a defined role. 
4. Chief Executive’s Report
4.1 GPC Webinar
The LMC Support Network will be hosting a webinar on 22nd May 2024 with Dr Katie Bramall-Stainer for a briefing ahead of the forthcoming GPC roadshows.  A flyer was received and the link to join the webinar will be circulated to members.
4.2
Essex Safeguarding Adult Board

May updates from the ESAB were received for information.
4.3
LMC Guidance Newsletter
The April newsletter had been shared with practices and is available to download from the LMC website: April Newsletter
The newsletter included details of the Childhood Vaccination and Immunisation of Target survey.  This is the third year that the office has conducted this exercise to ascertain the extent of financial loss that results from practices not being able to exception report for parents that do not engage with vaccination programmes for their children.  Ninety-five responses had been received in the first five weeks of this year’s survey, with a cumulative loss in excess of £520,000.  The form had been shared with six other LMCs and it was hoped that the results would help support GPC in its negotiations with NHS England.  A reminder had been sent to practices today and Members were encouraged to ensure that their practices had completed the survey.

5. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 2:15pm on Thursday 27th June 2024 via MS Teams.  
