PRESCRIPTION LETTER for Hospital

Dear Colleague

Re: Mr Test Patient
Thank you for your letter of.... (date), asking for this patient to be prescribed..... (name of drug).

South Essex LMC, as the representative body for local GPs, is concerned about increasing requests
by some secondary care clinicians to initiate medication that has been recommended at the
outpatient clinic and at discharge after an inpatient stay. The LMC has written to the Hospital
clarifying the contractual and ethical position (copy enclosed).

In the interests of patient safety and efficient use of primary care resources, the practice requests
that in future should you wish to start a patient on a new medication that you issue the prescription
from a local hospital prescription pad or FP10. It has been agreed that the first 28 days of a
medication advised by a secondary care clinician should be prescribed in the outpatient clinic or at
discharge if an inpatient.

The practice and South Essex LMC respectfully requests that you follow this agreement. If you wish
to discuss the matter further, may we suggest you call the LMC office on 01245 383430.

Yours sincerely,

(Practice Details)

enc



