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SOUTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of a General Meeting of South Essex Local Medical Committee held at

Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh on

Thursday 28th January 2010 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:

Dr M Saad  (Chairman)    Dr PK Singh (Vice Chairman)
Drs Aung, Balmer, Brown, Chaturvedi, Davies, Deshpande, Din, Herath, Hunt, Kittle, McCarthy, DG Singh, Staunton and Waiwaiku, Mr Bradshaw and Mrs Pedder.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Jayne Mason

 NHS South West Essex




Dr Christian Okolu
 NHS South West Essex




Helen Fentiman
 NHS South East Essex
PART ONE

The Chairman began by wishing those present a Happy New Year.  He then asked if there were any matters members wished to take in Part Two.  There being none, he proceeded with the Agenda.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Ambikapathy, Ariyanayagam, Bose, Chandel, Malik, Siddique and Stuart, and Mr Imana.  
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

The Chairman asked members present to declare any interests in respect of the discussion items.  None were declared.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings held on 22nd October and 10th December 2009 were confirmed by the Committee and approved for publication on the LMC website.
MATTERS ARISING

October
P2
PCESE – Dr Balmer had received confirmation that NHS South East Essex are in the process of setting up a new scheme and that no levy had been deducted in respect of the current financial year.  However, Dr Chaturvedi asked for further clarification with regard to the central funding and levies collected in 2008/9.  South West Essex members reported that they have been asked to pay £100, Dr DG Singh will forward a copy of the letter to the LMC office.  The office will pursue this matter in both South East and South West Essex.
P2
Occupational Health Services for GPs – Mr Bradshaw had received confirmation that this service had ceased, but that the PCTs are working on a service specification to reintroduce it.  He will request an update from the PCTs.
P2
LMC Provider Arm – Dr Balmer updated members, the Articles of Association are currently being prepared and it is hoped that the company will be operational within 4–6 weeks.  
P4
Accident & Emergency Discharge Letters - Dr Balmer had written to Mr Imana who is happy to work on a revised template.
P4
Vetting & Barring Scheme – Dr Balmer had received confirmation from NHS South East Essex that they are willing to act as the umbrella organisation for practices.  However, the cost of the checks would remain the responsibility of practices, and the PCT would charge a small admin fee.  Members agreed to this arrangement as long as the admin fee was reasonable.


December
P2
Swine Flu Vaccination of Under 5s – The Chairman thanked Dr Balmer for his efforts in securing agreement in respect of the vaccination of Under 5s.

P4
Child Protection – It has still not been possible to appoint a Child Protection Lead for the LMCs.
DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Working Together  to Improve Patient Experience
The Chairman welcomed Jayne Mason and Dr Christian Okolu from NHS South West Essex.
Dr Okolu explained that the PCT recognises the LMCs as the statutory representative body of GPs in Essex and as such, wishes to work with the LMC to establish how best to implement the PCT’s policy of managing poor performance in general practice.  The policy is currently being drafted and will be shared with the LMC for comment.  Dr Okolu would like to improve communication with GPs and feels that the LMC is well placed to facilitate this and to enable practices to better understand PCT objectives.  He would therefore welcome LMC input to a conference planned for Summer 2010 aimed at improving knowledge and understanding between PCTs and GPs.  

Members agreed that the LMC can contribute to the policy and to conferences/events.  However, individual cases of poor performance would not be discussed by the Committee.  The LMC would ask that the PCT ensures that GPs are made aware of their entitlement to assistance from the LMC. If the LMC is approached by a GP for assistance, this would be dealt with by individual committee members/LMC officers.  .

Dr Okolu was asked to differentiate between the work of his team and that of Essex PAG.  He confirmed that more serious cases would continue to be referred to the PAG, but that less severe incidences of poor performance would be dealt with by the PCT provided they had appropriate facilities/measures in place to resolve the issue.  

Jayne Mason then gave some background to the PCT Development Team.  This team was set up to support practices to achieve their individual objectives, its role is not performance management but to improve patient experience.  NHS South West Essex had ranked lowest in the Eastern region in the recent patient survey, but there are pockets of excellence, and the aim was to learn from those better performing practices.
Dr Deshpande asked if there was a possibility of GPs gaining access to the PCT’s Clinical Extranet.  Ms Mason will clarify and report back to the LMC office.

The Chairman thanked Dr Okolu and Ms Mason for attending and welcomed the opportunity to open dialogue between the two organisations.

2.
Transformation of Community Services

The Chairman then welcomed Ms Helen Fentiman, Transition Director, NHS South East Essex.  Ms Fentiman introduced the Discussion Document regarding proposals to create a new community provider organisation for Mid and South Essex.  Discussion followed, from which the key points were:-

· The document is a Discussion Paper, there is no legal requirement to consult.

· There needs to be a clear separation of commissioning and provider services by PCTs.

· The proposal needs to be agreed by 31st March 2010 and implemented by April 2011 in accordance with DH requirements.
· Of the four options detailed in the discussion document, the PCT Boards favour a social enterprise scheme.  

· The decision to join Mid Essex was driven by the belief that there is greater strength in a larger provider and that there are similarities in the two populations. 

· Mental Health services would not be provided by the new organisation, unless there was integration with a Mental Health Trust.

· It is anticipated that there will be an opportunity to consider integration of Social Care services in the future, but currently ECC are unable to work within the timeline set out by the DH.

· Existing NHS staff would retain their Terms and Conditions of Service (including NHS Pension Scheme), but this would not apply to new staff joining the organisation.

· The new organisation would be subject to the same clinical governance requirements as the existing provider, ie CQC, etc.

The Chairman thanked Ms Fentiman for attending, the LMC office will respond to the Discussion Paper accordingly.

3. Swine Flu Vaccination of Under 5s
Members received the following documents:-
· Joint LMC/SHA letter dated 17th December 2009





· PCT Letter to parents/guardians of children aged under 5 years



· Draft LES










· PCT Gateways – Correspondence with NHS South East Essex

Members were aware that whilst PCTs have agreed to call patients for vaccination, some practices are making their own arrangements.
Members felt that NHS South East Essex is continuing to exert undue pressure on practices, despite the agreement to develop a Gateway Process to ensure a proportionate approach to information requests and practice visits.   The LMC office will issue guidance to South East Essex practices advising them not to agree dates with the PCT for any further meetings which they feel will obstruct their ability to provide a quality service to patients.  Practices should continue with QOF visits so as not to jeopardise their ability to secure achievement payments.
Dr Balmer had already asked the PCT to defer visits where possible, but the office will contact the PCT as a matter of urgency in an effort to agree more sensible arrangements.
4. Chief Executive’s Report
Dr Balmer began with an additional item.  A letter from NHS South West Essex dated 21st January was tabled regarding 28 day prescriptions.  Members were concerned at both the inconvenience and additional cost this would incur for patients as well as the increased consultations it would generate.  Members were not aware of any evidence to support the view that 28 day prescribing would save the PCT money.
4.1
Social Care Swine Flu Vaccination by GPs
Members received the LMC’s letter to practices dated 11th December 2009, together with an ECC summary.  The level of uptake is not yet known.  Only one practice in South Essex had opted out of providing the service and there had been no comments/complaints from practices to date.
4.2
GP Extended Opening Hours

Members received a DH letter dated 7th January 2010 for information.  
4.3
PMS Contract Reviews

Members were happy for the LMC office to write to all PMS practices seeking a mandate to negotiate on their behalf.
4.4
Freedom of Information – Central Canvey Primary Care Centre

Mr Bradshaw had now received information from NHS South East Essex.  He will discuss this further with Dr Taylor.
4.5
New Complaints Procedure
Members received an e-mail from GPC for information
4.6
Choose & Book
Members received the joint BMA/DH Guidance which once again reiterates that use of Choose & Book is not mandatory.  Dr Waiwaiku highlighted the fact that NHS South East Essex requires referral letters within 48 hours and asked if the LMC could request some flexibility on this. 
4.7  
Use of 084 Numbers
Members received GPC guidance.  Members noted that practices could continue to use 084 numbers provided they could evidence in writing that the cost was no higher than that of local calls, (this applies to land lines only).  The LMC office will publish further guidance in the next Newsletter.   
4.8 
NHS Connecting for Health Summary Care Records
Members received correspondence from NHS South West Essex dated 7th January 2010 for information.   
4.9
Vetting & Barring Scheme
Members received GPC guidance for information.  The LMC will continue to publicise this through the LMC Newsletter and website.
4.10 
Essex Children’s Trust Partnership Board and Joint Commissioning Board
Members received a letter from ECC dated 23rd December 2009.  Any expressions of interest should be sent to the LMC office in the first instance.  
4.11
Renewal of Blue Badges
Members received LMC correspondence together with an example renewal letter for information.   
4.12 LMC Professional Indemnity Insurance
All members were reminded that they must complete and return the declaration included with their agenda papers to the LMC office by 29th January 2010 to ensure compliance with the terms of the insurance cover.

4.13 Minutes of Meeting of LMC Buying Group Representatives
Members received for information minutes of a recent meeting attended by Mrs Pedder.
4.14 GPDF Treasurer’s Winter Circular

Received for information.

4.15 Motions for LMC Conference 2010
Members are asked to submit any suggested motions to the LMC office by Friday 26th February 2010 for consideration at the March meeting.   Members were also in agreement for the LMC office to ask practices if they would like to submit any motions for consideration by the Committee.

4.16 Kent LMC
Members received details of a vacancy for a part-time Medical Secretary in Kent.  Further details can be obtained from the LMC office.

4.17 November LMC Meeting
The office has recently been advised that the LMC Secretaries Conference is to be held on 25th November 2010.  It is therefore proposed to bring the South Essex LMC meeting forward to 18th November 2010.  Members were in agreement to this change. 

5.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
5.1
Dr PK Singh had received an information request from ECC and asked if he was contractually obliged to comply.  He will pass the details to Mr Bradshaw for clarification.
6.
FOR INFORMATION
a) GPC News 18th December 2009 




  
    (Received)
7.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting will be held on Thursday 25th February 2010 at Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh at 2:15pm.
