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SOUTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of a General Meeting of South Essex Local Medical Committee held at

Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh on

Thursday 25th February 2010 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:

Dr M Saad  (Chairman)    Dr PK Singh (Vice Chairman)
Drs Ambikapathy, Aung, Balmer, Chandel, Chaturvedi, Davies, Deshpande, Din, Herath, Malik, McCarthy, Nanda, DG Singh, Staunton, Stuart, Taylor and Waiwaiku, Mr Bradshaw and Mrs Pedder.
PART ONE

The Chairman asked if there were any matters members wished to take in Part Two.  There being none, he proceeded with the Agenda.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Ariyanayagam, Brown, Hunt, Kittle and Tayo.    
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

The Chairman asked members present to declare any interests in respect of the discussion items.  None were declared.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 2010 were confirmed by the Committee and approved for publication on the LMC website.
MATTERS ARISING

P1
PCESE – Mrs Pedder is in the process of arranging a meeting with Patricia D’Orsi to discuss the funding and provision of primary care education services in South East Essex.  It was acknowledged that Ms D’Orsi  would only be in a position to discuss the current situation and would not address the historical funding of the service.  The Chairman therefore suggested that the LMC office gain evidence of what monies had been paid by practices in South East Essex in previous years before raising the issue again with the PCT.  It is understood that nothing is currently being deducted by Contractor Services.
P2
Occupational Health Services for GPs – There is no further update on the reintroduction of this service from the PCTs.  Dr Balmer suggested that should the services of Occupational Health be required, the cost should be invoiced back to the PCT concerned as they are in breach of contract by not providing the service to GPs directly.
P4
South East Essex Gateway Process – Dr Chaturvedi thanked Dr Balmer for the advice issued to practices to date and reported that the PCT were not happy that some practices had deferred/refused visits.  Mr Bradshaw is continuing to liaise with NHS South East Essex in an effort to agree a mutually acceptable approach.
P5
Freedom of Information – Dr Taylor acknowledged that NHS South East Essex had now provided the information requested which showed that, on average, the cost of services provided within LIFT premises was 3 ½ times higher than those associated with traditional practices.    It was accepted that it was unlikely that any further LIFT projects would proceed in the near future due to a lack of funding, but members were concerned that their strength of feeling should be formally noted.  Whilst members were not happy to publicise the issue in the local press, they agreed that Dr Balmer should write to the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee highlighting the Committee’s concerns.  This letter should also be copied to Andrew Pike and Margaret Hathaway. 
DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. NHS Appraisal Toolkit
Members received and considered the DH announcement, EQUIP correspondence, FAQs and a message from Dr Laurence Buckman regarding the suspension of the appraisal toolkit website following security concerns.
Members concurred that PCTs should be extending the deadline for completion of appraisals by at least six weeks, particularly given that the re-instatement date of 3rd March may no longer be achievable.  Dr McCarthy reported that he had requested copies of his documentation in accordance with the guidelines, but that as yet, this had not been acknowledged or actioned. 

2.
LMC Attendance Payments

Members received a discussion paper originally considered at the December LMC meeting, together with a summary of the recommendations from the meeting of the Board of Directors on 9th February 2010.

Members were in agreement for the Attendance Honorarium to be increased from £85 to £170 per meeting and for the hourly rate of payment for LMC work to also be increased from £85 per hour to £150 per hour.  Both increases will become effective 1st April 2010, with the Attendance Honorarium to be reviewed in three years.

3. Practice Merger Scheme – NHS South East Essex
Members received the draft proposal from NHS South East Essex which they found to be totally unreasonable.  They considered it was merely a tool by which to reduce the number of practices in South East Essex, as outlined by Ian Stidston in the PCT’s Strategic Plan.  The main areas of concern were:-
· There is no evidence to support the view that smaller practices are unable to sustain the delivery of a range of high quality services to patients.

· Patient feedback on the services provided by smaller practices is frequently very positive.

· What guarantees are larger practices able to offer about “a stable service for the medium to long term” that cannot be offered by smaller practices?

· There has been no consultation with patients.

· The scheme would result in reduced choice for patients.

· Practices participating in the scheme would need to become PMS/APMS, there would not be an option to remain GMS.

· Any potential mergers would be subject to PCT approval.

Members then considered another NHS South East Essex draft document, Additional Partner Scheme (tabled).  A similar scheme had previously been proposed by NHS South West Essex which offered attractive funding levels for a period of four years and sensible opportunities for practice succession planning.  However, the South East Essex proposal infers a high level of PCT control and no indication as to available funding.  Members were of the opinion that this was simply an additional way of reducing the number of small practices.
Dr Balmer will respond to NHS South East Essex with the Committee’s concerns in respect of both documents.

4. Infection Control Audits
Members received two DH guidelines documents and NHS South West Essex’s audit tool for infection control.  A lengthy discussion followed, from which the key points were:-
· There is no evidence of unacceptable infection rates within primary care.
· The documents/audit tools being used are more suited to the secondary care environment.

· Members recognised that all healthcare providers would be required to meet infection control criteria by 2012 but as yet, no standards have been agreed between CQC and professional bodies.  CQC standards are expected in 2011.

· Appropriate funding needs to be made available by PCTs to address any recommended improvements.

· PCTs should utilise funding to improve standards in those practices that require improvement rather than carrying out quarterly audits in all practices.

Members were strongly opposed to quarterly visits and suggested that those practices that have already received a visit should inform the LMC office of any requirements that they feel are disproportionate/unreasonable.  Practices should also continue to be encouraged to delay visits if they feel they will impact on their ability to provide a quality service to patients.  Any incidences of PCTs pressuring practices should be reported to the LMC office.
5. Chief Executive’s Report

Dr Balmer began by advising members that elections would be held in all four constituencies, (CPR, Southend, Salaried/Sessional for South East and South West Essex).  Three nominations had been received for each of the Salaried/Sessional constituencies, and it was suggested that these nominees be invited to provide an election address to accompany the voting papers.  Members were in agreement to this as many salaried/sessional GPs are not as well known by colleagues.  Dr Balmer also noted that, due to the increased number of salaried/sessional GPs, it may prove necessary in the future to review the Constitution in respect of the number of representatives.

5.1
Board of Directors
Members received the draft minutes of the meeting of the Board of Directors held on 9th February 2010 for information.
5.2
Transforming Community Services

Members received the joint response to Helen Fentiman from North & South Essex LMCs for information.
5.3
28 Day Prescribing

Members received Dr Balmer’s letter to Dr Robin Bell, NHS South West Essex, for information.
5.4
Request to Visit Southend West GPs

Members received details of a request from Peter Welch, Liberal Democrat candidate for Southend West, to visit local GP practices.  Drs Chaturvedi and Davies would be happy to accommodate such a visit.  Dr Balmer also advised members that the BMA is considering holding a General Election hustings meeting in Basildon, to involve the three main parties.  The legality of this is still being checked, but members were in agreement, in principle, to such an event being jointly badged by the LMC.
5.5
Essex LMC Practice Manager Conference
Members received the evaluation report of the event held on 9th February 2010.
5.6
NHS South West Essex Financial Position
Members received Pam Court’s letter dated 28th January 2010 for information.  It is expected that similar action will be seen from NHS South East Essex.
5.7  
PBC Framework and Accountability Agreement
A summary of the NHS South West Essex Framework was tabled. Dr Deshpande declared an interest as a member of the Thurrock consortium.   Mrs Pedder explained that she had been approached by a Practice Manager in Basildon for LMC views on NHS South West Essex’ document.  Members agreed that the document inferred a high degree of PCT control.  Specific points of concern were the withholding of management and incentive monies and the proposed “balancing out” of over/under spends.  The LMC office will write to the PCT confirming the Committee’s strong opposition to the proposals and highlighting the main areas of concern.
5.8 
Swine Flu Vaccination
Members received details of the continuation of the vaccination programme.  The LES for vaccinating under 5s will cease on 31st March 2010 but the vaccination of “At Risk” groups should continue until September 2010.  If GPs make individual clinical decisions to vaccinate patients after these dates, these will not be funded.  
5.9
Who Cares – NHS South West Essex/South Essex Partnership Trust
Members received details of the DH Carers Strategy Demonstrator Site for information.
5.10 
PCT Performers Lists
Following recent incidents, including the German GP working for the Out of Hours service in the East of England, amendments are being proposed to the Performers List Regulations.
5.11
Audit of Falls and Bone Health in Older People
Members received a letter from the Royal College of Physicians for information.  This will be included in the next LMC newsletter.  
5.12 Motions for LMC Conference
Members were reminded that any suggested motions should be sent to the LMC office by Friday 5th March 2010 for consideration at the March LMC meeting.  
5.13 Details of GP Employment Law Seminars 2010
Received for information.   

5.14 Details of Sessional GPs’ Newsletter Winter 2010 
Received for information.

6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
6.1
Dr Balmer reminded members to ensure that they had completed and returned to the LMC office the Professional Indemnity Insurance Renewal Enquiry Form.
6.2
Dr Taylor raised a question as to whether GPs are required to authorise nurses to administer travel vaccines.  Dr Taylor will check with nursing staff as to where this instruction came from.
6.3
Dr Taylor had recently been called by paramedics to confirm the death of a patient in a nursing home.  The death was not unexpected.  The LMC office will clarify the current procedure being followed by East of England Ambulance Service.
6.4
Dr Din asked for clarification on fees chargeable for GP reports requested by the Coroner.   Mr Bradshaw confirmed that a fee of approximately £65 is payable, but that GPs need to raise an invoice. He will confirm the process with the Coroner’s office.

6.5
Dr Chaturvedi thanked the LMC office for their efforts in mandating all South Essex practices in respect of PMS contract reviews.
7.
FOR INFORMATION
a) NHS Confederation: The Operating Framework for the NHS in England 2010/11

b) NHS Confederation: What Alcohol Costs the NHS

(Available from the LMC office)
8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting will be held on Thursday 25th March 2010 at Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh at 2:15pm.
