NORTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of a General Meeting of North Essex Local Medical Committee
 held at the LMC offices at 5 Whitelands, Hatfield Peverel, Chelmsford

 on Thursday 14th January 2010 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:

Dr G Sweeney (Chairman)   Dr J Guy (Vice Chairman)
Drs Balmer,  Chowhan, Deshpande, Firth, Grew, James, Kandasamy, Montague-Brown, Renju, Strowbridge, Wijekoon and Wright, Mr Bradshaw and Mrs Pedder.
PART ONE

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Dann, Guille, Hargreaves, Rao, Ross-Marrs, Taylor and Wood.  

The Chairman began by welcoming Dr Kandasamy to the meeting.  Dr Kandasamy will represent Epping constituents.  The Chairman then asked if there were any additional matters members wished to take in Part Two.  There being none, he proceeded with the agenda. 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no new declarations of interest.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings of the Committee held on 12th November and 10th December were confirmed by the Committee and agreed for publication to the website.
MATTERS ARISING
November

3.3 
GP Urgent Prioritisation Procedure
The LMC office had written to the Ambulance Trust expressing the Committee’s concerns, no response had been received to date.
3.5 
Decommissioning of Extended Access LES
Dr Firth confirmed that the Extended Access LES had ceased in West Essex but that the affect on the number of practices offering the service was not known.
3.7
Performance Management Framework

Mr Bradshaw had now received a response from NHS Mid Essex and had also chased BMA Law for their view on the legality of the PCT’s document.  Dr Balmer will discuss further when he meets with Sheila Bremner on 18th January.

December
3.2
Shared Care Programme for the Treatment of Opiate Misuse

A negative response from Dipti Patel to the Committee’s suggestion that remuneration be based on a small retainer and an agreed cost per case was tabled.  Members agreed that Dr Balmer should reply stating that the Committee understands the need to review the payment mechanism but that it does not agree with the changes proposed.  However, the LMC would be willing to negotiate again with DAATs in the future if there is any significant change in the number of practices offering the service.
4.2
The LMC Insurance Advisory Service


Dr Balmer advised that Smith & Pinching are offering a competitive deal to all LMCs.

DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Swine Flu Vaccination for Under 5s
1.1 Members received the joint SHA/LMC letter to practices, a sample letter to parents/guardians from NHS Mid Essex and a draft SLA in respect of the vaccination of under 5s for information.  Dr Balmer stressed that agreement on this issue was made possible by a joint approach by regional LMCs.
1.2 Members asked if the SHA letter had now been circulated to all practices in Essex.  The LMC office will establish if this is the case as it is possible there may be inconsistency between PCTs.

1.3 It was agreed that the SLA should include the option to review the 31st March 2010 deadline and that it should be more specific in respect of reduced information requests by PCTs.
1.4 The LMC office will check that all Essex PCTs are adopting a uniform approach and that the SLAs are consistent with the agreement reached with the SHA.
2. Chief Executive’s Report
2.1 Swine Flu Vaccination of Social Care Staff
Members received a letter and Q&A sheet sent to practices by the LMC office and a summary from ECC. Dr Balmer confirmed that four practices had opted out to date, but reiterated that the workload was expected to be minimal.  Members reported having no concerns raised by constituents in respect of this service.
3.2
Danbury Medical Centre –Judicial Review
Members considered Mr Bradshaw’s letter to Dr John Canning, Chairman of the GPDF, together with a tabled response dated 14th January.  Members felt that the Application should have been considered by the GPDF Committee and were extremely disappointed that it had taken almost six weeks for a response to be received.  They agreed that Mr Bradshaw should request the following as a matter of urgency:-

· A formal decision letter from the GPDF in response to the Committee’s letter of application.  Members had an expectation that the GPDF letter would clearly explain the reasons for the decision.

· Clarification as to whether or not legal advice had been taken by the GPDF as part of the decision making process.

· Details of the process that is in place to deal with  Applications for monies from the Defence Fund together with confirmation of the process followed in this particular case.
In addition, Dr Balmer will raise the Committee’s concerns at the GPDF Board meeting next week.
2.3
Choose & Book
Members received the joint BMA/DH Guidance which once again reiterates that use of Choose & Book is not mandatory.  Dr Firth pointed out that in West Essex all referrals must go through designated referral centres. 
2.4
Use of 084 Numbers
Members received the DH letter and Directions dated 21st December 2009.  BMA Guidance was also tabled.  There was some question as to whether GP practices are NHS bodies.  Dr Wright noted that maybe attitudes were slightly out of date and that the much wider use of mobile telephones, which has increased practice costs significantly, should be taken into consideration.  
2.5
NHS Connecting for Health Summary Care Records
Members received a letter from NHS North East Essex for information.  It is understood that NHS West Essex will also shortly roll out this programme.
2.6
Vetting & Barring Scheme
Members received GPC Guidance for information on behalf of practices.  Whilst the costs of CRB checks will remain the responsibility of practices, it is hoped that PCTs will act as the “umbrella organisation”.  The significance of this new legislation to practices will be reiterated in the next LMC Newsletter and the Guidance will also be available on the website.
2.7
LMC Professional Indemnity Insurance
All members were reminded that they must complete and return the declaration included with their agenda papers to the LMC office by 29th January 2010 to ensure compliance with the terms of the insurance cover.
2.8
Minutes of the Meeting of the Federation of LMC Buying Groups

Minutes of the meeting held 30th October 2009 were received for information.  Mrs Pedder confirmed that the Buying Group continues to grow in size with 1900 practices currently benefitting from cost savings.  Whilst the feedback from Practice Managers is positive, the LMC office is awaiting information from Gary Burns as to the level of business reported by suppliers.  Shanee Baker from BMA Law attended the meeting in October and no potential legal risks were identified.  The level of service provided will be continually reviewed, particularly if Londonwide LMCs join the group, as this would greatly increase the number of practices served.
2.9
GPDF Treasurer’s Winter Circular

Received for information.
2.10
Motions for LMC Conference 2010

Members are asked to submit any suggested motions to the LMC office by Friday 26th February 2010 for consideration at the March meeting.   Members were also in agreement for the LMC office to ask practices if they would like to submit any motions for consideration by the Committee.
2.11
LMC Election Schedule 2010

A schedule/timetable for the forthcoming LMC elections was tabled for information.  Members were reminded that if their constituency is due for election and they wish to continue to represent that constituency, they must submit a nomination.
3. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

3.1 Dr Balmer advised that a representative is sought for the Essex Children’s Trust.  Details will be circulated to members and expressions of interest sent to the LMC office.
3.2
The LMC office has been advised that Kent LMC has a vacancy for a part-time Medical Secretary.  Further details can be obtained from the LMC office.  

4. FOR INFORMATION

a) GPC News 18th December  2009





(Received)
5. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 11th February 2010 at 2:15pm in the LMC offices at Hatfield Peverel.
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