NORTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of a General Meeting of North Essex Local Medical Committee
 held at the LMC offices at 5 Whitelands, Hatfield Peverel, Chelmsford

 on Thursday 8th April 2010 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:

Dr G Sweeney  (Chairman)  Dr J Guy (Vice Chairman)
Drs Chowhan, Dann, Kandasamy, McAllister, Mayet, Melamed, Nunn, Oliver, Strowbridge, Taylor and Wood, Mr Bradshaw and Mrs Pedder.
PART ONE

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Balmer, Barclay, Deshpande, Grew, Renju, Wier and Wright.  

The Chairman began by welcoming the new members to the Committee:-

Dr Andrew Barclay

Maldon & South Chelmsford  

(Apologies)

Dr Patricia McAllister
Maldon & South Chelmsford

Dr Ahmed Mayet

Witham, Braintree & Halstead

Dr Roy Melamed

Witham, Braintree & Halstead

Dr Richard Nunn

Salaried/Sessional, West Essex

Dr David Oliver

Witham, Braintree & Halstead

Dr John Wier


Salaried/Sessional, North East Essex  
(Apologies)
The Chairman then asked if there were any additional matters members wished to take in Part Two.  There being none, he proceeded with the agenda. 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no new declarations of interest.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2010 were confirmed by the Committee and agreed for publication to the website.
MATTERS ARISING
P1
Freedom of Information Request
The Information Commissioner has acknowledged the complaint lodged by the LMC office in respect of NHS West Essex.  
P1
PMS Contract Reviews
19/39 North Essex practices have given the LMC a mandate to act on their behalf.  It would appear that all three North Essex PCTs are taking a different approach.  The office has already written to each PCT reminding them that they are obliged to treat GMS and PMS practices equitably.
P1
Future of PBC


No response has been received to date from NHS Mid Essex.  The office will chase.
P3
NHS Mid Essex – APMS Contracts


The planned meeting with the LMC was cancelled by the PCT and is yet to be re-scheduled.  A letter has been sent to practices by the PCT advising that legal advice is being sought.  Dr Mayet informed members that NHS Mid Essex is keen to develop an APMS contract for diabetes services in the WBH locality.  Members warned that this should be pursued with extreme caution as the draft APMS contract discussed at the March meeting covered all services, not just individual specialisms.

DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. LMC Levy 2010/11
1.1 Members received and considered the draft letter to practices regarding the increased levy for 2010/11
1.2 The Chairman informed members that South Essex LMC had decided that its constituents should be advised of the increase via the LMC newsletter, but North Essex members maintained the view that practices should be formally notified by letter.
1.3 Members asked what the consequence would be if practices chose not to pay the increased levy.  Mr Bradshaw advised them that payment of the LMC statutory levy was compulsory for GMS practices, but not PMS.  However, at present, all PMS practices choose to pay the levy.
1.4
Members agreed that any reference to a guarantee or capping of future increases should be removed, and that the LMC recommended rate of pay for GPs of £150 per hour should be included for information. 
2. NHS Mid Essex
2.1 NHS Mid Essex has requested LMC representation on its GP Steering Group, reporting to the Transformation Delivery Board.  The Terms of Reference were received by members.  
2.2 Members agreed that it would be prudent to have LMC representation on the Group, but felt that this should be a Committee member as opposed to an LMC officer.  It was noted that there had been no patient/public involvement to date.

2.3 It was agreed that further information would be sought from the PCT as to the proposed timings of meetings.  This information will be circulated to Mid Essex LMC representatives and volunteers sought to attend.  
3. Deputy Chief Executive’s Report
3.1 Nomination Papers
Members were reminded that the positions of Chair, Vice Chair and Co-Opted Members with Special Experience are annual appointments.  Two Directors to the Board from North Essex LMC are also due for re-election.  Nominations should be submitted to the LMC office by 16th April 2010.  Members agreed that nominations for Co-Opted Members with Special Experience should also be sought via the Newsletter with an extended deadline.
3.2
DDRB Report
Members received Gail Norcliffe’s letter confirming the 0.8% increase for GMS practices.  It was agreed that, as last year, the LMC office will write to all PCTs reiterating that the recommendation is that GMS and PMS practices be treated equitably.  
3.3
Local Communication with Professional Colleagues
Members received Dr Laurence Buckman’s letter encouraging LMCs to communicate with their respective LOC, LPC and LDC.  Officers from Essex LMCs already meet with the LPC and LOC, and whilst members felt it would not be practicable to hold joint Committee meetings, it was suggested that meetings be arranged with the CEOs, Chairs and Vice Chairs.  The office will arrange an initial meeting with future meetings maybe being held every six months.   
3.4
Motions for Annual Conference

Members received the motions submitted by North and South Essex LMCs for information.  
3.5
Your Choice of GP Practice
Members received the joint response from North and South Essex LMCs.  An e-mail has been sent to all practices encouraging them to make individual responses.  
3.6
The Extended Hours Access Scheme 2010
Members received the GPC guidance for information.  This confirms that, whilst many PCTs are withdrawing their LESs for Extended Hours, they must offer the DES to all practices.  The deadline for take-up of the DES is the end of June 2010.  At present, NHS Mid Essex are continuing to offer their Nursing LES for six months and NHS North East Essex will retain the current LES for three months.  
3.7
Care Quality Commission
Members received the Quick Guide to Registration which they agreed was useful.  A link to the document will be included in the next Newsletter.  Members were concerned as to how PCTs would assist practices in preparing for registration and what the consequences would be for any practices that do not meet the criteria for registration.  It was agreed that the LMC office will liaise with the PCTs to establish what support they will provide.  
3.8
Reviewing PMS Contractual Arrangements
Members received BMA guidance for PMS practices for information.  Mr Bradshaw informed Members that the legality of PCTs terminating PMS contracts without cause remained an issue, and that it may not be resolved without a test case.  However, practices do retain the right to return to a GMS contract with three months’ notice.
3.9
NHS Litigation Authority

Members received the Protocol for Local Dispute Resolution for the Determination of Current Market Rent for information.  This will be available on the LMC website and included in the next Newsletter.
3.10
Voluntary Levy 2009

Members received Brian Keighley’s letter confirming that a rebate of approximately 26% of the 2009 levy will be made.  This is the voluntary levy collected by the LMC on behalf of the GPDF and is currently 7 pence per registered patient.  Members asked if it would be possible for the rebate to be used to offset the 2010/11 increase in the statutory levy.  Mr Bradshaw will discuss this with Dr Balmer.

3.11
Charitable Funds

Members received a letter from BMA Charities for information.

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

4.1
IUCD LES Claims
Members received e-mail correspondence from a constituent practice (tabled) regarding non payment of LES claims where the patient has not had a post insertion check.  NHS West Essex are requesting evidence that the practice has invited the patient for a check on two occasions before they will consider making payment.  Members agreed that it was unfair to change the criteria for payment retrospectively.  Dr Taylor has already raised this issue with the PCT.  Members were happy for Dr Taylor to pursue this further and to contact the LMC office if any further formal LMC support is required.
4.2
Choose & Book

The Chairman advised members that North East Essex practices had recently been advised that the PCT is withdrawing the LES for Choose & Book.  The LES will also be withdrawn in West Essex, and an extended LES will be offered in Mid Essex.  Members agreed that practices should be reminded that the use of Choose and Book remains voluntary and is not a core service.  The LMC office will e-mail practices accordingly and this advice will also be re-iterated in the LMC Newsletter.   
4.3
Out of Hours Provision


Dr Kandasamy asked what affect a change of Government may have on Out of Hours service provision.  The Chairman advised that the GPC had previously voted to accept the commissioning of Out of Hours services but that it was expected that a further vote would be taken at the LMC Annual Conference in June 2010.  However, it is possible that a new government may choose to renegotiate the GP contract.
5. FOR INFORMATION

a) GPC News 19th March 2010





(Received)
6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 13th May 2010 at 2:15pm in the LMC offices at Hatfield Peverel.
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