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SOUTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of a General Meeting of South Essex Local Medical Committee held at

Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh on

Thursday 24th September 2009 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:

Dr M Saad  (Chairman)    Dr PK Singh (Vice Chairman)
Drs Ariyanayagam, Aung, Balmer, Bose, Chandel, Chaturvedi, Davies, Deshpande, Din, Hunt, Kittle, Malik, Nanda, Staunton, Stuart, Taylor and Waiwaiku, Mr Bradshaw.
PART ONE

The Chairman began by welcoming Dr Waiwaiku, who will be representing Castle Point and Rochford constituency for the remainder of the term of office (ie until March 2010).  He asked if there were any matters members wished to take in Part Two.  There being none, he proceeded with the Agenda.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Ambikapathy, Herath, McCarthy, Siddique and DG Singh, Mr Imana and Mrs Pedder.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

The Chairman asked members present to declare any interests in respect of the discussion items.  None were declared.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 23rd July 2009 were confirmed by the Committee and approved for publication to the LMC website.
MATTERS ARISING

P1
LIFT Schemes – Mr Bradshaw advised that Margaret Hathaway and Kate Halliday are expected to attend either the October or November LMC meeting to discuss the LIFT projects.  Dr Chaturvedi had heard that patients visiting the Darzi Centre in Southend are being encouraged to register.  He will ask the practice concerned to provide any evidence of coercion or letters of complaint from patients.  Dr Kittle asked what the national stance was on the recent announcement that patients would be allowed to register with practices anywhere in the UK.  Dr Balmer confirmed that this had not been approved by GPC or the DH.
P2
LMC Provider Arm – Dr Balmer and Mr Bradshaw are meeting with representatives from BMA Law and Mazars Accounting on 2nd October to discuss the possible financial implications for the LMCs.
P3
Survey of Constituent Practices – The LMC office has yet to ascertain if an Essex-wide event would be viable.
P3
Review of PMS Contracts  -  The LMC Briefing will be circulated in individual PCT areas as and when reviews are announced.

P5
Choose & Book  -  It had been confirmed that there is now no LES for Choose & Book in South East Essex.  Dr Balmer will write to the PCT requesting that they advise practices formally in writing that this is the case.  The LMC office will also send an e-mail to all South East Essex practices reminding them that unless Choose & Book forms part of their PMS contract, there is no obligation to participate.
DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Pandemic Flu
Members received Dr Laurence Buckman’s letter dated 15 September 2009 regarding H1N1 vaccination arrangements.  The Chairman reminded members that the £5.25 fee per injection only applied to the four categories specified in the letter.  However, vaccine would be provided to practices to immunise their own staff. 

Members agreed that the LMC should recommend that practices participate in the vaccination programme. However, they had several questions regarding the arrangements:-

· It is estimated that there are approximately 27,000 frontline health and social care workers.  No fee has been negotiated in respect of vaccinating these staff.  

· If practices were commissioned to vaccinate health and social care staff, how would the vaccine be supplied?
· The letter states that District Nurses will vaccinate all housebound patients.  Will practices have to provide lists of patients and will specific consent be required?
· How many patients do the “at risk” patients within the four categories represent?

Dr Balmer commented that clear guidance would be required.  There had already been an incidence of incorrect information being circulated to practices in North East Essex.

Members then considered the DH document “Pandemic Flu:  Planning and Responding to Primary Care Capacity Challenges”.  The Chairman reminded members that all practices should by now have buddying arrangements in place.  The document makes clear reference to the importance of LMC involvement, and a letter which has been sent to all Essex PCTs was tabled summarising the envisaged role of the LMCs.
2.
Primary Care Performance Scorecard

Members received NHS South East Essex’ Primary Care Performance Scorecard.  Dr Balmer emphasised that whilst the LMC had been consulted on the process, LMC approval had not been given to the document.  The LMCs’ Briefing on Balanced Scorecards has already been circulated to all practices outlining their contractual requirements and reminding them that they are not obliged to provide any information that falls outside such requirements.  Furthermore, practices have been encouraged to request LMC representation at PCT monitoring visits.

A lengthy discussion ensued, summarised below:-

· Members recognised the legitimate role the PCT has in managing primary care contracts.
· Members were concerned that the Scorecard would be implemented in a threatening and non supportive way.

· The scorecard contains a number of elements that fall outside practices’ contractual obligations.

· It is understood that much of the information will be populated by the PCT, how can practices ensure this is correct and how much information will they be expected to provide themselves?
· Some of the information requested could be commercially sensitive, does the PCT plan to make any of this information public?

· The PCT should make it clear to practices that they are entitled to have LMC representation at meetings.

It was agreed that Dr Balmer will write to NHS South East Essex outlining the concerns raised and conveying the extent of the opposition from members and their constituents.  Further LMC advice will also be issued to practices in South East Essex in due course.
3. Joint Meetings
Members received correspondence between Dr Balmer and Graheme Tosh regarding  a proposed joint meeting with hospital colleagues.  Members agreed that this should initially include clinical directors and service leads.
4. Chief Executive’s Report
Dr Balmer began with an additional item.  A letter from NHS South East Essex was tabled outlining the PCT’s proposals to realign existing PBC groups into four consortia.    This has been discussed previously but the PCT now appears to be proceeding regardless of the opinion of PBC groups and the LMC. Dr Taylor had just left a meeting with the PCT where all seven PBC leads present had confirmed that they did not want to join the group designated by the PCT.  Steven Walsh had stated that practices would need to put their preference in writing to Andrew Pike. 
It was agreed that Dr Balmer would convey the views of the LMC to the PCT and that an e-mail would be sent to all South East Essex practices stating that -
· The LMC does not approve of the PCT forcing practices to join a particular PBC group.  Movement between groups should be voluntary.
· Successful commissioning can come from groups of all sizes.

· PBC groups need to be properly resourced.
· PBC groups should be allowed to develop at variable rates.

· What the PCT proposes equates to “PCT Based Commissioning”.

4.1
Application for Improvement Grant – Dr PJ Patel & Partners 
Members received correspondence regarding Dr PJ Patel’s application for an improvement grant, which the PCT had agreed to consider only if Dr Patel provided an extended hours service.  Dr Balmer asked members if the LMC should advise Dr Patel to take this matter up as a dispute. It was agreed that clarification be sought from the GPC before any further action is taken.  
4.2
Information Sharing for Child Protection Conference Reports

Members considered correspondence from the Chairman and Abigail Scully, Interim Strategic Lead and Designated Nurse for Safeguarding Children and Young People.  Members concurred that any information held on System One from other agencies, in this case a Health Visitor report, would be deemed to be part of the patient’s records and that as such specific consent would not be required to share the information contained therein.  This view was supported by advice obtained from at least one Medical Defence Organisation.  Dr Balmer will write to Ms Scully requesting that the advice included in her notification to practices be withdrawn.
4.3
Extended Opening Hours

NHS South West Essex’ letter dated 13th August 2009 was received for information.  It was clarified that the LES states that if the extended hours session falls on a Bank Holiday, the session will be replaced or a reduced payment made to the practice.
4.4
Primary Care Performance Management Group 

Members received Carolyn Larsen’s e-mail dated 21st August 2009 seeking LMC representation.  Any volunteers should contact the LMC office.
4.5
Out of Hours Sessions
Members received a draft letter from NHS South West Essex regarding overnight shifts for Out of Hours providers.  Whilst it was agreed that the letter was well intended, members felt that it questioned the professionalism and integrity of GPs.  It was agreed that Dr Balmer would respond to Ms Larsen stating that the Committee shares the PCT’s commitment to ensuring the safety of patients and the workforce, but considers that this can be best achieved by closer working between the PCT and Out of Hours providers.  Advice will be included in the next LMC Newsletter.

4.6
Duty Doctor Contact Arrangements
Members received a letter from Dr Din regarding contact arrangements for hospital duty doctors and the costs involved in calling mobiles.  Members agreed that mobiles were more convenient for duty doctors who may have to work at different sites.
4.7  
Uplift to PMS Budgets
Confirmation of the PMS uplift was received from NHS South East Essex.  Details from South West Essex are expected shortly.  These will be backdated to 1st April 2009.
4.8 
Deduction for the Cameron Fund
Members received a letter of thanks from David Harris dated 2nd September 2009.   
4.9
Transforming Community Services
Members received a letter from NHS South West Essex for information. 
4.10 
GP Access Workshop 30th September 2009
Members received a letter from NHS South West Essex for information.  Dr Balmer will be attending the event on 30th September.  
4.11
The NHS Complaints Procedure
Members received GPC guidance for information. 
4.12 Improved Access to Psychological Therapies
Members received Dr Laurence Buckman’s letter dated 10th July 2009 for information.
4.13 Locum GPs:  Death in Service Payments
Members received GPC guidance for information.
4.14 Child Death Review Process:  Roles and Responsibilities for GPs
Members received GPC guidance for information.
4.15 Referrals to Complementary Therapists Regulated by Statute
GPC guidance received for information.
4.16 Evening Seminars for GPs/Practice Managers
Members were reminded to support LMC events where possible.
5.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
5.1
The Chairman informed members that Dr Judith Brown had applied to join South Essex LMC as a representative of Salaried/Sessional GPs.  As Dr Brown has only recently become a sessional GP she is not yet acquainted with her colleagues and has therefore not secured two nominators.  The Chairman asked if members were happy to waive the nomination process in this instance as the vacancy is due for re-election in March 2010.  It was agreed that the office would check that the Constitution does not preclude Dr Brown from being co-opted onto the Committee, and if so effect a Chairman’s action to co-opt her to the vacancy.
5.2
Dr Chaturvedi highlighted the lack of communication on the part of NHS South East Essex in respect of the Time to Learn session on 6th October.  He felt that the dissolution of PCESE was a contributory factor in the decline in communication and proposed that the LMC lobby for the reinstatement of PCESE with LMC representation.
6.
FOR INFORMATION
a) GPC News 27th July 2009






(Enclosed)
b) NHS Confederation:  Shaping the Future of Care Together

c) NHS Confederation:  Aiming High for Disabled Children, delivering improved health services 

d) PAGB Annual Review 2009

(All available from the LMC Office)





7.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting will be held on Thursday 22nd October 2009 at Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh at 2:15pm.
