NORTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of a General Meeting of North Essex Local Medical Committee
 held at the LMC offices at 5 Whitelands, Hatfield Peverel, Chelmsford

 on Thursday 10th September 2009 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:

Dr G Sweeney (Chairman)
Drs Balmer, Chowhan, Dann, Deshpande, Grew, Guille, James, Montague-Brown, Ross-Marrs, Sheikh, Wijekoon and  Wood, Mr Bradshaw and Mrs Pedder.
PART ONE

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Firth, Guy, Hargreaves, Letton, Rao, Strowbridge, Taylor and Wright.  

The Chairman welcomed Dr Muna Sheikh, GP Registrar from Colchester, to the meeting.  He asked if there were any matters members wished to take in Part Two.  There being none, he proceeded with the agenda. 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Dr James advised that she had resigned from her position as PEC Chair at NHS North East Essex .  
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 9th July 2009 were confirmed by the Committee.
MATTERS ARISING
P1 
Elmcroft
Dr Grew advised that his practice had removed a number of Elmcroft patients from its list, but that the same patients were immediately re-allocated by the PCT.  Dr Balmer confirmed that there have been similar issues with another home, in that case one practice has agreed to provide care until the end of December, from which time responsibility will pass to the Darzi centre in Springfield. 
P1 
Child Protection
Dr Balmer informed members that Dr Cordess has resigned from her post as Child Protection Lead for Southend.  Members were asked to forward details of anyone who might be interested in taking on the role on behalf of the LMCs to the office.
P2 
LMC Provider Arm

Dr Balmer and Mr Bradshaw will be meeting representatives from BMA Law and Mazars on 2nd October.  Mr Bradshaw has also contacted local agencies in respect of the cost of employing locums.  This topic will be a rolling item on the Chief Executive’s Report.
P2 
Survey of Constituent GP Practices

The minutes of the meeting held 9th July 2009 were agreed for publication to the website.
P3
Review of PMS Contracts


The LMC Information Sheet on PMS Reviews had been circulated to practices in Mid Essex.  This will be sent to PMS practices throughout the county once the approach being adopted by individual PCTs is known.
P3
GP Patient Survey


Dr Balmer had attended two dispute panels to date, although he stressed that he did not participate in the voting process.   The Chairman suggested that practices be allowed to send representatives to the panel.  Whilst members hoped that the inconsistent results produced by the survey would prove it to be seriously flawed, in the meantime Dr Balmer advised that the most effective evidence practices can provide in support of their disputes is individual practice surveys.
P3
Future Contracting of GP Services – Mid Essex


Drs Grew and Wijekoon reported that little progress appeared to have been made, although there is a shutdown session planned for 30th September.  Members remain of the opinion that there is no need to abandon the existing model and that the additional services could be “bolted-on” to GMS/PMS contracts.
DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Pandemic Flu
1.1 Members considered the DH document “Pandemic Flu:  Planning and Responding to Primary Care Capacity Challenges”.  A number of points were raised regarding the role of the LMC:-
· The formation of a PCT decision making committee to decide on temporary suspension of services

· Details on escalation levels and the resultant services to be suspended

· Reporting by practices to PCTs

· Contracts between buddy practices and PCTs

· Out of Hours

· Employment of locums

1.2 Members asked if there was any provision for mitigating the losses of dispensing practices affected by Pandemic Flu.  Dr Balmer will ask GPC if this is being raised at a national level.
1.3 It was agreed that Dr Balmer will write to the PCTs to offer the assistance of the LMC in establishing the decision making committee and to highlight the points raised.
1.4 Members also received a LES in respect of Swine Flu Vaccination produced by Hull NHS, which in the absence of any national agreement, could prove to be a useful model.  The vaccine is expected to be available by November and is being produced by two manufacturers.  In the meantime, Dr Balmer is meeting with Jan Yates, Director of Public Health Improvement for Mid Essex on 16th September.
2. Survey of Constituent GP Practices
2.1 Members received a draft discussion paper regarding the Dedicated Member System prepared by Mr Bradshaw.  The Chairman stated that the rationale was purely to provide constituent practices with a named contact, although they would obviously still be able to contact the LMC office directly.
2.2 Members were asked to advise the LMC office of any discrepancies.  The paper was agreed with a few amendments to the allocations
3. IM&T Budget – North East Essex
3.1 Members received an e-mail from NHS North East Essex regarding the IM&T Budget for 2009/10.   It is understood that the position has now been clarified – practices need to apply for additional funding.  The Chairman will report back to members if any further action is required.
4. Chief Executive’s Report
4.1 Transforming Community Services
Members received a letter from David Nicholson, DH, dated 30th July 2009 for information.  
4.2
Dispute Process for PE7 and PE8
Members received the process proposed by NHS West Essex.  As previously noted, Dr Balmer had attended two panels, any LMC members who would like to volunteer to attend the dispute panels should contact the LMC office.
4.3
Essex Neonatal Care Review
Members received a letter dated 5th August from the East of England Commissioning Group.  Notably there will be no Level 3 centre in Essex.
4.4
Primary Care Performance and Quality Improvement Framework for General Practice
Members received Mr Bradshaw’s letter to NHS West Essex for information.
4.5
Review of the Closure of Sun Street Surgery, Waltham Abbey
Members received correspondence from the Essex Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee, but agreed that they had no further comments to submit to the review.
4.6
Cancellation of Ophthalmology Out Patient Appointments

Members received a letter from the General Manager of Ophthalmology at MEHT.  Dr Wood informed members that he had since resigned from his position in the Ophthalmology Department.
4.7
Repeat Prescriptions

Members received a draft letter from NHS West Essex which it is expected will be 
circulated throughout the county.  Members agreed the letter demonstrated a sensible approach.
4.8
The NHS Complaints Procedure

GPC Guidance received for information.

4.9
Improved Access to Psychological Therapies

Members received Dr Laurence Buckman’s letter dated 10th July 2009 for information.
4.10
Locum GPs:  Death in Service Payments


GPC Guidance received for information.

4.11
Child Death Review Process:  Roles and Responsibilities for GPs


GPC Guidance received for information.

4.12
National Diabetes Audit


Letter from the Information Centre received for information.
4.13
Evening Seminars for GPs/Practice Managers


LMC Flyer received for information.  Dr Balmer reminded members to support LMC events where possible.  The next LMC event in North Essex is the Pensions Seminar on the evening of 6th October at Furze Hill.  However, the LMC office is aware that a Revalidation event has now been arranged for the same evening which may affect the number of attendees.
4.14
Dermatology


Dr Balmer had been contacted by a PBC group in South East Essex that is having problems commissioning a dermatology service.  He asked if members were aware of anyone willing to engage with PBC groups.  The Chairman noted that similar difficulties are encountered in North East Essex, but Dr Wood advised that the situation in Mid Essex is slightly better.  It is understood that Assura Medical is working on plans for a GP dermatology service.
5. FOR INFORMATION

a) GPC News 17th July 2009





(Received)
b) NHS Confederation:
Shaping the Future of Care Together

c) PAGB Annual Review 2009

(Available from the LMC office)
6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 8th October 2009 at 2:15pm in the LMC offices at 5 Whitelands, Terling Road, Hatfield Peverel. 
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