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SOUTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of South Essex Local Medical Committee held at

 Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh on 

Thursday 26th May 2011 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:

Dr M Saad  (Chairman)    Dr PK Singh (Vice Chairman)
Drs Adey, Balmer, Bose, Brown, Chaturvedi, Chisnell, Davies, Deshpande,  Hunt, Kittle, Kumar, Nanda, Porter, Siddique, DG Singh and Staunton,  Mr Bradshaw.
PART ONE

The Chairman asked if there were any matters members wished to take in Part Two.  There being none, he proceeded with the Agenda.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Ambikapathy, Din, Taylor and Waiwaiku and Mrs Pedder. 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

The Chairman asked members present to declare any interests in respect of the discussion items.  There were none.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the General meeting of the Committee held on 24th March 2011 were confirmed and approved for publication on the LMC website.
MATTERS ARISING

P2
Infection Control
The Chairman informed members that his practice had recently had a follow-up Infection Control visit, as agreed at the March meeting, and that he would be happy to share the detailed report produced by the PCT with members. The attitude of the staff conducting the visit was excellent, with the approach being much more amenable.  Rather than insisting on immediate action, recommendations were made for items to be changed when they require replacement.
Whilst members still had concerns that the audit tool was more appropriate to secondary care providers, they were reminded that it had been designed by the DH and would  probably form the basis of requirements for CQC registration/compliance.  The Chairman  asked if members were happy for the LMC to recommend that practices allow future Infection Control visits, with the proviso that any recurrence of bad practice to be reported immediately to the LMC office.  This was agreed, the office will inform Ms Allen and e-mail practices accordingly. 
DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Annual Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Co-opted Members and Review of Sub-Committees and Standing Orders.
Dr Saad informed members that Dr Beverley Davies and Dr Kamilla Porter had been elected unopposed to the positions of Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively.  Dr Davies then assumed the Chair and thanked Dr Saad for all his hard work on behalf of members and constituents during the last three years.

In accordance with the Constitution of South Essex LMC, up to a maximum of two practitioners can be appointed as Co-Opted Members representing a particular class of experience not otherwise represented on the Committee.  Members were asked to consider three nominations that had been received (tabled).  All three nominees were  considered by members to meet the criteria and therefore a secret ballot was undertaken.  Dr Kate Barusya and Dr Terry McCarthy were duly elected as Co-Opted members to serve for one year.  A letter would be sent to Dr Michael Stuart thanking him for his  many years of service to the Committee. 
The requirement and composition of the Sub-Committees was considered and agreed as follows:-

Quality & Outcomes Committee:
 Drs Bose, Chaturvedi, Davies, Deshpande, PK Singh and Taylor.

Child Protection:  

Dr Barusya will be asked if she will take on this role.
Closed List/Allocation:   
 Drs Bose and McCarthy.

IT/GPSOC: 


 Dr Siddique.

QOF Dispute Panel:   
 Drs Chaturvedi, Deshpande, Nanda and Taylor .

Consortium Dispute Panel:  Drs Nanda and PK Singh.

(Formerly PBC Dispute Panel)
PMS Dispute Panel: 
 Drs Chaturvedi, Deshpande and Kumar
The Standing Orders will be updated to reflect any changes in membership/titles of  Sub-Committees.
2.
North & South Essex LMCs Ltd – Board Awayday 3rd March 2011

Members received and considered a draft Action Plan that had been prepared by Mrs Pedder.  

Dr Balmer informed members that the action on Page 5 regarding the development of a GP survey was to be removed.  Members were happy with the proposals contained within the Action Plan.

3. NHS South East & South West Essex – Revised C-Difficile Policy

Members received and considered the PCTs’ revised C-Difficile Policy which was referred to at the March meeting when Lisa Allen was in attendance.

Whilst members recognised that the Policy was well intentioned, they had some concerns as follows:-

· Page 3  -  The Policy, in its current form, is not endorsed by the LMC and therefore the statement at 2.2  is not acceptable.

· Page 14 – Crohn’s is incorrectly spelt.
· Page 16 – GPs would require specific advice on the prescribing of probiotics.

· Page 19 – The strict washing/cleaning guidelines are impractical, particularly if the patient is unwell. The Policy appears to be more appropriate for nursing/residential homes rather than private residencies.

Dr Balmer will relay the Committee’s comments to Ms Allen. 

4. Chief Executive’s Report
4.1
Developing GP Commissioning in Essex

Members received the LMC draft discussion paper and covering letter which had been sent to all practices.  The discussion document had already been shared with other LMCs where it had been well received.  The Chairman thanked Mr Bradshaw for preparing this excellent paper and asked members to forward any comments to the LMC office by 31st May 2011.

4.2
GP Consortia Development Funds     
Members received a Freedom of Information request sent by the LMC to all Essex PCTs and a response from NHS South East Essex for information.  
4.3
Changes to the Victoria Surgery and the Special Allocation Scheme 

Members Ian Stidson’s letter dated 19th April 2011 for information.  
4.4
 Transforming Pathology Services
Members received a letter from Sir Neil McKay which was in response to a request from the BMA Regional Council.   
4.5
NHS South Essex PCT Cluster
Members received the PCTs’ monthly newsletter for information.  
4.6  
GP Information Governance
Members received GPC guidance for information.
4.7 
Ethnicity and First Language Recording
Members received an e-mail from GPC with a link to current guidance for information.  There is no longer a DES for this, it is for individual practices to decide whether they wish to continue to provide the information. 
4.8
LMC Expense Claims
Members received a letter from Mrs Bell confirming a revised process for claiming expenses that was to be trialled.  In future, when signing the attendance sheet at LMC meetings, members will be confirming that they wish to claim the appropriate attendance fee.  They will be required to insert their return mileage in the relevant column.  Claims in respect of any additional work carried out on behalf of the LMC should be made on an expense claim form in the usual manner.

4.9
Referrals to Secondary Care (Tabled)


A letter from Dr Bellworthy was tabled regarding the Referral Management System.   Members were generally of the opinion that any delays in appointments for patients were attributable to PCT policy rather than as a direct result of referral management.  There was some suggestion that South West Essex patients were being sent to Southend for appointments and not being offered the choice of more local providers.  The Chairman confirmed that referrals for South West Essex patients are triaged by South West Essex GPs, but that she will take this matter up with Fortis colleagues to establish whether there are any issues. 

Dr Balmer will request a copy of Andrew Pike’s response to Dr Bellworthy.

5.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
5.1
Dr Porter informed members that, following discussions with Professor Arthur Hibble, a conference for sessional GPs was to be held on 1st October 2011.  The conference will be organised by Drs Porter and Barusya and held at the PMI in Chelmsford.  The event will be endorsed by the LMC.  A flyer will be circulated within the next few weeks.
5.2
Dr Chaturvedi raised the issue of GPs being asked to issue prescriptions for patients seen in hospital.  This has been a long-standing problem and Dr Chaturvedi has recently sent several examples to the LMC office.  Members agreed that there is a potential safety issue as there may be a delay in discharge letters and results being received by practices, dependant on which IT system they use.   Furthermore, the hospitals receive a funding allocation from the PCT for prescribing and it is therefore unreasonable for responsibility for prescribing to be passed to the GP. 
Members suggested that if action is required within 28 days it should be undertaken by the hospital and that this should be clearly indicated on the discharge letter.  It was agreed that the LMC office will write to both Andrew Pike and Grahame Tosh requesting clarification on the current protocols for discharge and 28 day prescribing.   

5.3
Dr Chaturvedi requested clarification on the current position with regard to the Extended Hours and Learning Disability LES/DESs.  The Extended Hours DES has been reduced to £1.90 and commences on 1st July 2011.  The Chairman reiterated that this is not a core service.  There is no longer a LES/DES for Learning Disability.  
5.
FOR INFORMATION
a) GPC News 21st April 2011
(Available from LMC office or via BMA website)
6.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting will be held on Thursday 23rd June 2011 at Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh at 2:15pm.
