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SOUTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of South Essex Local Medical Committee held at

 Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh on 

Thursday 27th May 2010 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:

Dr M Saad  (Chairman)    Dr PK Singh (Vice Chairman)
Drs Adey, Ambikapathy, Brown, Chaturvedi, Davies, Deshpande, Din,  Hunt, Kumar, McCarthy, Porter, Siddique, Stuart, Taylor, Tayo and Waiwaiku, Mr Bradshaw and Mrs Pedder.
PART ONE

The Chairman began by thanking Dr Davies for chairing the April meeting and welcoming the new Committee members.  He then asked if there were any matters members wished to take in Part Two.  There being none, he proceeded with the Agenda.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Aung, Balmer, Bose, Chisnell, Herath, Kittle and Staunton and Mr Imana.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

The Chairman asked members present to declare any interests in respect of the discussion items.  There were none.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the General meeting of the Committee held on 22nd April 2010 were confirmed and approved for publication on the LMC website.
MATTERS ARISING

P2
Freedom of Information Requests 
Management Costs – The time limit had expired this week and the information had not been received from either of the South Essex PCTs.  Mr Bradshaw will chase for a response and raise a complaint if necessary.
LIFT – A reply had been received from the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee but Mr Bradshaw had requested a more detailed response.

P2
PCESE – Mrs Pedder had spoken again with Patricia D’Orsi, but no further information was available.  Dr Chaturvedi continued to question historic funding of the service, but it had been clarified that there was no longer any Deanery funding.  If any additional information is obtained, the office will advise the Committee accordingly.
P2
East of England Ambulance Service – A response from the Ambulance Service was tabled detailing the Clinical Standard Operating Procedure for recognition of death by ambulance clinicians.  Members were concerned that this policy had not been shared with GPs and that a Patient Care Record is required in all cases.
P3
PBC – No response had yet been received from Andrew Pike.  Members noted that the PCT appeared to be continuing to coerse practices into joining specific PBC Consortia.  The Chairman added that LMC/PCT liaison meetings had not been held regularly for over a year.
P4
Incentive Scheme and PBC Framework & Accountability Agreement – A reply from Tom Abell dated 24th May 2010 was tabled but members agreed that this did not address the main cause for concern, ie. the retrospective decision not to pay incentive money dating back to April 2009.  Mr Bradshaw will write back to the PCT and report  to the Committee in due course.
DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Annual Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Co-opted Members and Review of Sub-Committees and Standing Orders.
Dr M Saad and Dr PK Singh had been re-elected unopposed to the posts of Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively.  Dr Deshpande was re-elected to the Board of Directors unopposed.

In accordance with the Constitution of South Essex LMC, up to a maximum of two practitioners can be appointed as Co-Opted Members representing a particular class of experience not otherwise represented on the Committee.  Nominations had been received from Drs McCarthy and Stuart, who were appointed as Co-Opted Members for a period of twelve months.

The requirement and composition of the Sub-Committees was considered and agreed as follows:-

Quality & Outcomes Committee:
 Drs Bose, Chaturvedi, Davies, Deshpande, PK Singh and Taylor.

Child Protection:  Members were asked to contact the LMC office if they know of anyone who would be willing to undertake this role.  It was noted that Dr Barusya had been appointed as Child Protection Lead for South East Essex PCT.
Closed List/Allocation:   
 Drs Bose and McCarthy.

IT/GPSOC: 


 Drs Richards and Siddique.

QOF Dispute Panel:   
 Drs Chaturvedi, Deshpande, Nanda and Taylor .

PBC Dispute Panel: 
 Drs Nanda and PK Singh.

PMS: (New)


 Drs Chaturvedi, Deshpande and Kumar
Dr Chaturvedi suggested that an Education Sub-Committee be established.  Members agreed this could be useful with the introduction of revalidation, but it was agreed to wait until further details of revalidation requirements were available.  This will be reviewed later in the year.

The Standing Orders will be updated to reflect the changes in membership of the Sub-Committees.
2.
Summary Care Record

Members received and considered a joint BMA/NHSE statement on the SCR roll-out, the SHA assurance checklist and draft LMC advice to practices.

In the Eastern Region, representatives of LMCs and the SHA had been discussing a local process to support practices.  As a result of these discussions the draft checklist had been produced.  The intention was that the local LMC would sign off the checklist as an assurance that due process had been followed.  It would then be for individual practices to decide whether to agree to the upload.


Whilst members were of the opinion that the whole scheme might be abandoned by the new Government, it was noted that no definitive decision had yet been made and therefore PCTs were proceeding with the roll out.  It was therefore necessary for the LMC to consider the checklist pending any further national decision.  Members therefore approved the checklist and were also in agreement for the LMC advice to be circulated to practices.  The office will continue to monitor the national position.

3. Deputy Chief Executive’s Report
3.1
Buying Group

Members received a discussion paper prepared by the LMCs Buying Groups Federation.  Mrs Pedder explained that when Essex LMCs joined the Buying Group, a decision was made by all participating LMCs not to take any commission.  However, with the expansion of the group some LMCs had now taken a different view.  It had therefore been suggested that commission should be made available to individual LMCs in the form of an educational grant which would be held by the Federation and used to cover specific LMC activities on request.  It was estimated that this could amount to approximately £2,000 per year for Essex LMCs.  Dr Taylor suggested that any such commission be donated to the Cameron Fund.  Members agreed unanimously to this proposal, with a proviso that the monies should be paid direct to the Cameron Fund and that constituents were duly notified via the Newsletter. 
3.2
Ear Irrigation    
Members received a letter sent to practices by Dr Sunil Gupta regarding ear irrigation.  Members were concerned that the letter infers that this forms part of practices’ core services.  Members agreed that diagnosis is the responsibility of the GP but that irrigation should continue to be carried out by DNs.  The LMC office will write to the NHS South East Essex to raise this matter.
3.3
Poor Performance Policy 

Members received the LMC’s letter to Liz Shoolbred and a response dated 17th May 2010 (tabled) which acknowledges the concerns raised.
3.4
 GP Patient Survey
Members received an update from GPC for information.  The LMC office has e-mailed all practices reminding them to sign off QMAS in a timely manner, regardless of whether they expect to raise a dispute.
3.5
Transformation of Community Services
Members received an update from Barbara Stuttle for information.  Brian is due to meet with Ms Stuttle to discuss this matter.
3.6  
RCGP Leadership Programme
Members received information on the programme.  The LMC office will ascertain if this is open to all GPs or to RCGP members only.
3.7 
The Community Pharmacy
Members received a guide produced jointly by PSNC, BMA and NHSE for information.
3.8
GP Trainee Newsletter
Received for information.  
4.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
4.1
Dr McCarthy reported that he had received 7/8 expressions of interest from GPs to become PAG assessors. The closing date is September 2010 and an induction process is currently being developed.
4.2
The Chairman thanked the LMC office for the excellent April Newsletter.  He also advised members that a further meeting had been arranged to meet with secondary care clinicians at Southend Hospital on Tuesday 6th July 2010 at 7:00pm.
4.3
Dr Taylor raised a question regarding referrals for paediatric assessment where GPs consider there may be possible child protection concerns.  Whereas these were previously made direct to a paediatrician, referrals now had to go to Social Care in the first instance. Other members concurred that there appeared to be confusion over the process and that a request for a second medical opinion should not automatically trigger a Social Care referral as this could lead to a loss of GP/patient/carer relationship.  It was agreed that the LMC office will write to Dr Nerminathan at Southend Hospital, (cc Grahame Tosh).  Dr Taylor will forward a copy of the correspondence he has to the office.  The possibility of arranging an evening event for GPs with paediatricians in attendance was also considered.
5.
FOR INFORMATION
a) GPC News 16th April 2010






(Received)
6.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting will be held on Thursday 24th June 2010 at Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh at 2:15pm.
