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SOUTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of a General Meeting of South Essex Local Medical Committee held at

Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh on

Thursday 24th March 2011 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:
Dr M Saad  (Chairman)
Dr PK Singh  (Vice Chairman)
Drs Aung, Balmer, Brown, Chaturvedi, Chisnell, Davies, Deshpande, Din, Hunt, Kittle, McCarthy, Porter, Staunton, Stuart, Taylor and Tayo, Mr Bradshaw and Mrs Pedder.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Ms Lisa Allen, Associate Director for Infection Prevention and Control, 
NHS South West Essex

PART ONE

The Chairman asked if there were any matters members wished to take in Part Two, there being none, he proceeded with the Agenda.  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Adey, Ambikapathy, Bose, Nanda, Richards, Siddique, DG Singh and Waiwaiku.    
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

The Chairman asked members present to declare any interests in respect of the discussion items.  There were none.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th February 2011 were confirmed by the Committee and approved for publication on the LMC website. 
MATTERS ARISING

P3
NHS South West Essex Draft Chaperone Policy – Dr Davies advised that one of her receptionists had recently attended a training session where it was confirmed that chaperones are required to directly observe any examination/procedure.
DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Infection Control
The Chairman welcomed Lisa Allen to the meeting.  Ms Allen is the Associate Director for Infection Prevention and Control at NHS South West Essex, but currently has responsibility for the whole of South Essex.  
Ms Allen was aware that Infection Control Audits have been the source of lengthy discussion and frustration at recent LMC meetings and was keen to reassure members that the PCT will, in future, take a pragmatic approach to assisting practices to become compliant.  The Committee’s endorsement of an Infection Control Audit programme for 2011/12 was now being sought.

The PCT’s Code of Practice was tabled for information which details the criteria for CQC Outcome 8 and how the PCT can support practices in collating evidence. Ms Allen recognised that the CQC Code of Practice is more relevant to secondary care, but explained that this is national legislation that is being imposed upon PCTs and practices.  The CQC is looking for robust reassurance from PCTs that practices are compliant.  The key role for PCTs will be to interpret the criteria for use in general practice and to then assist practices by developing action plans to evidence that they are working towards becoming fully compliant.
Members asked for the GPC view.  Dr Balmer advised that the GPC is conversing with CQC regarding the interpretation of the Code of Practice, but it was hoped that experience gained through the registration process for dentists would inform and influence the approach taken with general practice.

Discussion then turned to the findings of audits already undertaken in South East Essex, and the fact that several practices were currently refusing the PCT access to carry out follow-up visits, some of which were at the practices of LMC members present.  Ms Allen was surprised at some of the reports from members and was of the view that these audits may not have been carried out by qualified infection control nurses.  It was agreed that Ms Allen would conduct a follow-up visit at the practice of the Chairman to demonstrate what is realistically required of practices by the PCT.  
The Committee’s endorsement was also being sought on the PCT’s revised C-Difficile Policy.  The revised policy includes a requirement for infection control nurses to access patient notes, and there was some discussion as to whether specific patient consent would be required.  The revised policy had been approved by the Caldicott Guardians and Information Governance Departments of both PCTs, but members agreed that the policy should be brought to the next LMC meeting for consideration.
The Chairman thanked Ms Allen for attending and continued with the agenda.

2. LMC Budget 2011/12
The proposed budgets and levy calculation for 2011/12 were received for consideration.   The Chairman informed members that the Board of Directors had considered the proposed budget at its meeting on 15th February 2011 and had not highlighted any areas for concern.  
Members were pleased that it had been possible to keep the increase in levy to less than 1 pence for both Committees.  Practices will be advised via the LMC Newsletter.   There were no objections to the proposed budgets which members agreed to adopt in the current form.

3. North & South Essex LMCs Ltd – Board Awayday
The Board of Directors and LMC office staff participated in an Awayday on 3rd March 2011 and members received a report prepared by Mazzie Sharp, the facilitator for the event.  The report detailed the key actions/priorities identified for the Essex LMCs over the coming year, the main one being engagement of constituent GPs and practices.  
Members agreed that considerable efforts had been made in recent years by the LMC office to raise the profile of the LMC via the website and quarterly Newsletter and that the LMCs’ continued involvement in facilitating the development of GP Commissioning Consortia would inevitably lead to more engagement.  
It was also noted that much work had been done by the LMCs to improve communication with salaried/sessional GPs.  Dr Porter runs a small support group for salaried/sessional GPs in South Essex and suggested that an educational event would provide an opportunity for the LMC to engage with this group of doctors.  Dr Balmer and Dr John Guy, Vice Chair North Essex LMC and Clinical Lead of EQUIP, are meeting with Prof Arthur Hibble, Director of Primary Care Education, Post Graduate Institute, Chelmsford, on 14th April 2011 and will discuss this with him then.

4. GMC Fitness to Practise Procedures

Members received and considered a consultation document, “Reform of the Fitness to Practise Procedures at the GMC”.   

Members agreed that removing the need for a public hearing in cases where a doctor is willing to address the problems highlighted and accept any sanctions imposed by the GMC represented a sensible and more pragmatic approach.  Any further comments should be forwarded to the LMC office for inclusion in the LMCs’ formal response.  

5. Chief Executive’s Report   
5.1
GMS Contract Agreement 2011/12

Members received the GPC’s letter to the profession dated 11th March 2011, a summary of the QOF Indicator Changes 2011/12 and Clinical DES Guidance 2011/12 for information.  
5.2
LMC Board of Directors


Members received the draft minutes of the meeting held on 15th February 2011 for information.
5.3
Managed Dispersal of NHS Community Healthcare

Members received for information a briefing from NHS South East Essex regarding the transfer of community services to South Essex Partnership University NHS Foundation Trust (SEPT).
5.4
Cluster Arrangements and Appointment to One Executive Team across NHS South East and NHS South West Essex

Members received the revised proposals for information. 
5.5
Motions for Annual Conference 

Members agreed that the following motions should be submitted from South Essex:-
· That Conference believes that the Performance Management of Primary Medical Services by GP Commissioning Consortia must include timely information to, and if necessary, involvement of LMCs.

· That Conference believes that the Infection Control procedures for registration with the Care Quality Commission bear no relation to normal general practice.
· That Conference requests GPC to use all possible means to ensure Infection Control procedures for Care Quality Commission registration should be sensible, practical and necessary.

5.6  
GP Shared Care LES for Opiate Misuse

Members received a letter from Dipti Patel dated 14th February 2011 together with Essex and Thurrock Drug Action Teams’ Shared Care Pathway.   The Drug Action Teams would like feedback from the LMC on ways to increase uptake of the LES.  Members had no specific comments on the proposals.  

5.7 
LMC Buying Groups Federation

Members received the Annual Report of the LMCs Buying Group Federation for 2010 for information.    
5.8
Overseas Visitors Accessing NHS Primary Care Medical Services

Members received GPC guidance for information.  This will be included in the next LMC Newsletter.
5.9
Essex LMC Practice Manager Conference 15th February 2011
Members received an evaluation of the Practice Manager Conference held recently at Ivy Hill Hotel for information.  
5.10 GPC Negotiators/LMC Meeting   (Tabled)

Dr Peter Holden’s presentation from the meeting held at Newmarket on 22nd March 2011 was tabled for information.  
6.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
6.1
Dr Balmer had been contacted by a TV production company that is looking to make a documentary on the role of GPs.  This would involve filming at a practice, the actual time commitment is not known at present.  Anyone who is interested in taking part should contact the LMC office in the first instance.
6.2
NHS South East Essex’s letter to practices dated 22nd March 2011 regarding submission of claims for Enhanced Services was tabled.  Members agreed that this was entirely legal and that practices had a responsibility to claim in a timely manner for work carried out. 
7.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


In view of the additional Bank Holiday on 29th April for the Royal Wedding, and the increased workload for practices due to a three day working week, members agreed that it would be prudent to cancel the April LMC meeting.  Nomination papers for Chair and Vice Chair and Co-Opted members would be sent out to members in the usual way but any other business would be carried over until May.  The next meeting will therefore be the Annual General Meeting which will be held on Thursday 26th May 2011 at Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh at 2:15pm.


Consequently, this would be Dr Saad’s final meeting as Chairman.  Dr Saad thanked members and the office staff for all their support during his Chairmanship.
