NORTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of a General Meeting of North Essex Local Medical Committee
 held at Boreham Village Hall, Main Road, Boreham, Chelmsford, CM3 3JD
 on Thursday 16th June 2011 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:

Dr J Guy  (Chairman)  Dr L Harrod-Rothwell  (Vice Chairman)
Drs Balmer, Basra, Grew, Hargreaves, James, Kandasamy,  McAllister, Oliver, Phipps, Rao, Renju, Strowbridge, Taylor, Verma, Wier, Wijekoon and Wood, and Mr Bradshaw.
PART ONE

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Chowhan, Dann, Guille, Hodgkinson, Iyer, Mayet, Melamed, Sweeney and Wright and Mrs Pedder.  

The Chairman asked if there were any additional matters members wished to take in Part Two.  There being none, he proceeded with the agenda. 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no new declarations of interest.
MINUTES

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 12th May 2011 were confirmed by the Committee and agreed for publication to the website.
MATTERS ARISING
P2
Payment for Appraisals
Clarification had been sought from EQUIP who had provided the following information:-
· Freelance GPs working exclusively for agencies may participate in the Essex Appraisal Scheme but they will be responsible for paying for their appraisal.

· GPs working for a private company running an NHS practice, an Out of Hours service or a Darzi Centre, should contact the appraisal lead at their PCT for clarification on the funding of their appraisal as this may differ depending on the contract each company has with individual PCTs.

P2
Diabetic Retinopathy Screening Programme

The LMC office had contacted Cambridgeshire LMC and this matter was being dealt with on a regional basis.  The Committee will be updated as soon as further information is available.
P3
Appointment of Officers

Dr Lisa Harrod-Rothwell’s appointment to Vice Chairman had been confirmed.

P3
Board Awayday – Draft Action Plan

Dr Balmer advised that the number of single-handed GP practices in Essex was currently as follows:-


Mid


15


North East

9

West


5


South East

31



South West

25


P4
NHS Mid Essex – PMS Contract Review

The LMC office had written to the PCT on 13th May 2011 but as yet no response had been received.

P4
Mid Essex GP Consortium Newsletter


A letter was tabled which had been sent to all eight members of the Mid Essex Shadow GP Consortium leadership regarding the funding of locum cover for the recent Accelerated Learning Event.  Dr Harrod-Rothwell responded as a member of the Consortium Board, stating that the points made in the LMC’s letter had been duly noted and confirming that this decision would not set a precedent for the future.  The decision had been taken following lengthy discussion and a vote by Board members, and in order to avoid any conflict of interest, it had been agreed that any single-handed GPs on the Board would not be eligible to claim reimbursement for locum cover on this occasion.  Dr Harrod-Rothwell reminded members that the GP Consortium was in the very early stages of its development and that this had been a learning exercise for the Board.  She reported, however, that the event had been successful with 70-80% of practices being represented.  The feedback had been good and the Consortium felt that it now had a better relationship with constituent practices.    


DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Developing Commissioning Consortia in Essex 
1.1 Members received and considered the LMCs’ Discussion Document and a summary of comments received following its circulation to all Essex practices and commissioning leads.  
1.2 The following amendments were agreed:-

Page 6: Annual General Meeting – amend wording to “.... open to all constituent GPs...”

Page 6:  Power of Recall – amend wording to “...that allows the leadership to be recalled following an Extraordinary General Meeting called by at least 75% of the consortium’s GPs, provided that the response rate is 50% of GPs”.

Page 12:  Conflicts of Interest – it was agreed to define GPs with a substantial role within their LMC as the Chair and Secretary as a minimum.
Refusal of Practices to Engage:  Add “The LMC will act as a mediator in all cases where practices refuse to engage in this process”.
1.3
Members then received Dr Laurence Buckman’s letter dated 26th May 2011 and GPC Guidance on the Governance of Consortia and Ensuring Transparency and Probity for information.  It was agreed that the LMC office should contact the PCT cluster Chief Executives to ask that they use their influence to promote the GPC policy of an inclusive democratic electoral process, open to all GPs working in the locality, regardless of their contractual status.    The GPC Guidance will be uploaded to the LMC website. 
2. LMC Annual Conference 2011
2.1 The Chairman gave a short verbal update on some of the topics covered at the Annual Conference of LMCs held 9th & 10th June 2011, which included revalidation, CQC, health inequalities, practice boundaries, the isolation of sessional GPs and QOF.
2.2 Current GPC advice  regarding CQC is that, whilst practices should familiarise themselves with the process for registration, no detailed work should be done at this time and on no account should practices purchase any of the numerous software packages being offered by independent companies.   The LMC office had recently e-mailed all practices to this effect but this will be reiterated in the next LMC Newsletter.
2.3 Members received for information the detail of a motion passed at Conference regarding the constitutions of GP Commissioning Consortia.
3. BMA National Survey of GP Opinion 2011
3.1 Members received an analysis of responses to the BMA questionnaire sent to GPs in April 2011 for information.  
4. Chief Executive’s Report
4.1 Board of Directors Meeting 7th June 2011
Draft minutes of the meeting held 7th June 2011 will be included in the July Chief Executive’s Report.  
4.2 GP Consortia Development Funds
Members received Freedom of Information requests and responses from NHS North East Essex and NHS West Essex.  A response from NHS Mid Essex was also tabled, but appeared to lack detail.  The LMC office will ask why the PCT does not have information regarding Development Fund expenditure already incurred in 2011/12.
4.3 GP Governor for Central Essex Community Services (CECS)
Members received a letter from John Warner, Chairman of CECS seeking a GP representative on its Board of Governors.  There were no expressions of interest from members, therefore it was agreed to seek nominations from Mid Essex GP constituents.
4.4 NHS Modernisation Listening Exercise
Members received a letter from the Chairman of the Essex Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee for information.
4.5 GP Systems of Choice
Members received a response from Dr Shane Gordon but remained concerned that a large number of practices in North East Essex were currently being prevented from having their preferred IT system.  Clarification had been received from GPC that the GPSOC Framework Agreement has been extended by Connecting for Health until March 2013.  Members therefore asked that Dr Balmer raise this issue as a matter of urgency with Sheila Bremner.  The LMC office will also contact Connecting for Health directly regarding what the Committee considers to be delays imposed by NHS North East Essex. 
4.6 Publication of Dispute Resolution Decisions
Members received a letter from the NHS Litigation Authority dated 25th May 2011 for information.   
4.7 DH Working Document “The Functions of GP Commissioning Consortia”
Members received the BMA response to the DH document for information.  
4.8 GP Information Governance
Members received GPC guidance for general practice for information.  This will be included in the next LMC Newsletter.  
4.9 Ethnicity and First Language Recording
Members received an e-mail from GPC including a link to the guidance for information.  Following the withdrawal of the DES, practices are no longer obliged to record this information but may wish to continue if it is beneficial to the practice.
5. FOR INFORMATION

a) GPC News 20th May 2011      (Available from the LMC office or via BMA website)
6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 14th July 2011 at 2:15pm at Boreham Village Hall, Main Road, Boreham, Chelmsford, CM3 3JD.
PAGE  
1

