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SOUTH  ESSEX  LOCAL  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE

Minutes of a General Meeting of South Essex Local Medical Committee held at

Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh on

Thursday 24th June 2010 at 2.15 pm

PRESENT:
Dr Mike Saad (Chairman)
Drs Balmer, Brown, Chandel, Chaturvedi, Chisnell, Deshpande, Herath, Kumar, McCarthy, Nanda, Porter, Stuart, Taylor, Tayo and Waiwaiku,  Mr Bradshaw and Mrs Pedder.
PART ONE

The Chairman asked if there were any matters members wished to take in Part Two.  There being none, he proceeded with the Agenda.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Drs Adey, Ambikapathy, Aung, Davies, Hunt and PK Singh.    
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

The Chairman asked members present to declare any interests in respect of the discussion items.  
MINUTES

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 27th May 2010 were confirmed by the Committee and approved for publication on the LMC website.
MATTERS ARISING

P1
Freedom of Information – Mr Bradshaw now has responses from all five Essex PCTs in respect of Management Costs and is currently compiling a report of the information received.  
P3
Patient Survey  -  Members were reminded that they should sign off QMAS and reserve the right of appeal on PE7 & 8 if they are unhappy with the results as given by the PCT.  The LMC office was aware of numerous successful appeals last year and will clarify the process for the current year. 
P4
Paediatric Assessments  -  Dr Balmer had spoken to Rupert Halliday who had agreed to forward a revised procedure to the LMC and practices which would avoid the need to contact Social Care in the first instance.

.

DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Reshaping Special Allocation Scheme
Members were asked to comment on a summary of the proposals from NHS South East Essex for the commissioning of services for patients under the Special Allocation Scheme.

The Regulations governing the removal of violent patients do not allow for mediation or rights of appeal.  Members were of the opinion that the pathway was inappropriate, and that it put practice staff, particularly receptionists, at risk.  It was also unclear who would comprise the panel and how decisions would be made.  

Mrs Pedder pointed out that the proposals are not in line with the service specification for the DES.  The LMC office will respond to Ms Haggar accordingly.
2.
Pharmaceutical Needs Assessments

Members received a briefing paper prepared by Mrs Pedder which detailed the obligations for PCTs when developing PNAs.  PCTs will be required to consult with the LMC throughout this process and it was therefore important that the Committee consider how dispensing doctors in the area will be affected.  It was acknowledged that there are only a handful of dispensing practices in the South of the county and that this will be a larger issue for North Essex.  

John Stanley, former CEO of Essex LPC, is leading for NHS South West Essex and has produced a useful timeline.  Mrs Pedder will attend a PNA workshop in July and steering group meetings, but it will be necessary to identify several members/constituent GPs to form a sub-committee.  Mrs Pedder will contact the dispensing practices in South Essex to identify GPs who may be willing to be part of this process.
3. Draft Out of Hours Standards
Members received and considered a draft document from East of England SHA outlining the minimum standards for Out of Hours services.  The Chairman advised members that it was evident at the LMC National Conference that the new Government’s intention is that GPs should take over responsibility for commissioning this service, however, this document dealt purely with the quality of the service.
The main area of concern was that there would need to be an increase in the workforce in order to safely deliver the required standards.  The current system does not enable the total number of hours worked by GPs to be adequately monitored.
4. Chief Executive’s Report

4.1
Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 8th June 2010
Members received the minutes of the Board meeting held 8th June 2010 for information.
4.2
Summary Care Record

Members received the SCR Communication/Engagement Assurance Checklist and a draft e-mail to the SHA.  Despite the joint announcement from Connecting for Health and the BMA that uploads were to be suspended, NHS South East Essex continues to proceed with the roll out.  Members agreed, therefore, that the LMC office should e-mail all practices reminding them of their responsibilities as Data Controllers, and their right to refuse the PCT access to perform the uploads.  The Committee’s views will also be communicated to NHS South East Essex.
4.3
IUCD LES

Members received correspondence with NHS South East Essex regarding the removal of IUCDs.  Members agreed that it was for individual practices to decide whether or not to carry out these procedures.  The alternatives would be to refer the patient either back to the GP that fitted the device or to secondary care.
4.4
Establishment of Primary Care Centres in South East Essex

Members received correspondence with the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  Whilst members remained unsatisfied with the response, it was felt that little more could be done at this time.  It was hoped that the coalition Government may take a different approach to the funding of new premises and move away from the preference for LIFT projects.
4.5
Advertisement for the New Grays Health Centre
Members received a copy of an advertisement that appeared in The Enquirer and which had prompted several practices to contact the LMC office.  There was some concern about the wording of the final paragraph, but it was agreed that this stopped short of criticising other practices.  It was unclear whether the advertisement was funded by the PCT, and the LMC office will seek clarification on this.
The discussion then turned to the issue of registration of patients at Walk-In Centres, specifically St Lukes Health Centre in Southend.  There was some concern that patients are being asked to sign paperwork without realising that they will be de-registered from their existing practice.  This has financial implications for both the existing practice and the Walk-In Centre.  Whilst there is no need for patients to register when attending a Walk-In Centre, the Regulations state that such centres are entitled to ask patients if they wish to register.  It was agreed that patients must be provided with all necessary information in order to give informed consent.  The LMC office will seek clarification from NHS South East Essex as to the policy for registering patients at St Lukes, but it was agreed that written evidence from patients would be required if the LMC chose to challenge the PCT on this matter.
4.6  
PSA Testing
Members received correspondence with London Road Surgery regarding requests from the Urology Dept of Basildon Hospital for GPs to “periodically monitor PSA every 4-6 months” in patients discharged from the Dept.  It was agreed that the office will seek clarification as to whether this is intended to be one follow-up after 4-6 months or regular checks.  
4.7 
Ear Irrigation
Members received correspondence between Dr Balmer and Dr Sunil Gupta.  There was unanimous agreement that this was not part of the core contract.  Dr Balmer will write back to Dr Gupta advising him of the Committee’s views and confirming that members reserve the right to refer patients to secondary care or to commission the service if necessary.
4.8
Implementation of the 2010/11 GMS Contract Uplift
Members received a letter from Chris Finlan for information.  
4.9 
Focus on DH’s Improving GP Services Guidance & Balanced Scorecards
Members received GPC guidance for information.   
4.10
Consultation on Medical Revalidation
Members received a letter from the Secretary of State for Health advising that the piloting period had been extended for a further year.  
4.11 
Sessional GPs Representation Working Group Report
Members received details of the report for information.  Dr Porter highlighted several recommendations in the report which will be discussed further at the July meeting.  Dr Adey had also suggested that the LMC organise a study day for salaried/sessional GPs.  The office recently conducted an exercise to obtain up to date contact information for all salaried/sessional GPs in Essex and will look into the viability of arranging an event.
4.12 PMS Support
Members received an e-mail from GPC for information. 
4.13 MPs in South Essex
Members received details of local MPs for information.  The BMA will again be co-ordinating MP visits to practices, the LMC office will contact practices shortly seeking expressions of interest.  
4.14
NHS South West Essex

Dr Balmer noted that Andrew Pike had been appointed Interim Chief Executive of NHS South West Essex.  Mr Pike will remain as CEO of NHS South East Essex.
4.15
Infection Control - MRSA
Dr Balmer had now received a revised letter from NHS South West Essex which had been altered as per the Committee’s request.  Members were happy with the revised content.
5.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
5.1
Dr Chandel asked what the correct procedure was for informing GPs of cause of death when a patient dies suddenly in the community.  The consensus was that notification would come from the Coroner’s Office but the LMC office will check the process with both the Coroner and Basildon Hospital. 
5.2
The Chairman reminded members that a meeting with secondary care colleagues will be held on Tuesday 6th July at 7:00pm in the Joyce Long Room, Education Centre, Southend Hospital.   All South East Essex members are invited to attend.  The agenda will be circulated next week.
6.
FOR INFORMATION
a) GPC News 21st May 2010






(Received)
7.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting will be held on Thursday 22nd July 2010 at Rayleigh Parish Centre, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh at 2:15pm.
